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THE 


OF  THE 

of  ISRAEL, 


•  /■  '  \  ;  f' 

Reverend  Sir, 


LTHOUGH  I  am  a 
Circumcifed  Jew,  it  will  be  al¬ 
low’d  me  to  addrefs  myfelf  to 
a  Ghrifiian  High  Prieft  $  nor 
will  the  Rabbins  of  our  Reli¬ 


gion  condemn  me  for  this  Application, 
fince  I  come  to  you  in  the  Behalf  of  a 
numerous  Innocent  People,  groaning  under 
Oppreffion,  obliged  to  contribute  to  every 
Publick  Charge,  yet  excluded  from  every 
Publick'  Employment  \  and  this,  on  no 

A  2'  other 
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other  Account  than  that  of  Religion, 
though  you  know,  and,  I  doubt  not,  are 
ready  to  avow,  that  the  Christian  Re¬ 
ligion  was  never  intended ,  nor  ought,  to 
leave  the  Rights  of  Mankind  in  a 
worfe  Condition  than  it  found  them . 

The  Truth  is,  that  we,  the  Jews  of 
this  Kingdom,  who  have  always  been 
peaceable  well-meaning  Men,  fubmitted 
with  Patience  to  this  Hardfhip,  becaufe 
we  never  yet  faw  our  Chrijlian  Country¬ 
men  agreed  in  Opinion,  whether  Chriftiam 
in  general  are  qualified  by  Cbrijlianity  it- 
felf  for  Publick  Employments  5  and  we 
were  led  to  believe,  that  if  the  Faith  oj 
Chrifl  admitted  of  fo  much  Diflin&ion, 
if  Chriflians  might  be  feparated  from 
ChriftianSy  and  only  thofe  of  a  favourite 
Complexion  entitled  to  Offices,  the  Jews 
in  this  cafe  could  not  hope  for  much  In¬ 
dulgence  from  a  People  who  have  Jo  little 
for  one  another. 

But  fince  this  fumbling  Block  oj  Of¬ 
fence  is  likely  to  be  taken  away,  fince  it 
is  propofed  that  no  Man's  Religious  O- 
pinions  fliall  be  any  longer  his  Civil 
Qualification  or  Difqualification,  We  hope, 
that  Protefiant  Dif  enters  will  not  be  the 
only  Men  received  within  this  righteous 
Comprehenfion,  but  that  you.  Sir,  whofe 
Equity  we  reverence,  though  we  diffei 
from  your  Faith,  will  be  our  Patron  ors 
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the  Principle  of  univerfal  Charity ;  that  as' 
the  Great  Apofile  of  your  Revelation  glo¬ 
ried  to  be  flyled  the  Apoftle  of  the  Gen - 
tiles ,  You  will  think  it  no  Difhonour  to 
be  the  Bishop  of  the  Jews,  and  that: 
as  your  Saviour  himfelf  faid  of  one  in  his 
Times,  we  may  fay  of  you  with  equal 
Truth,  Behold  an  Ifraelite  in  whom  there  is 
no  Guile.  For, 

We  have  an  unqueftionable  Right  to 
your  P  rote  A  ion ,  if  you  are  unqueftionable 
in  your  Sincerity  $  (as  who  dare  even  fufpedt 
it?)  We  are  told  by  fome  Chriftians  who 
fometimes  attend  at  Church,  that  in  your 
Pulpit  where  you  never  deceive,  and  in 
your  Prayers  where  you  never  diftemble, 
you  befeech  God  for  Jews,  Turks ,  and  In¬ 
fidels ,  giving  us  the  Preference  of  thofe  who 
believe  the  Arabian  Prophet ,  as  you  prefer 
Mahometans  before  thofe  w7ho  believe  none  at 
all.  Now,  it  would  be  unreafonable  to  throw 
us  wholly  on  the  Care  of  Heaven,  with¬ 
out  {hewing  fome  Regard  to  us  on  your 
own  Part  :  It  would  be  impaling  a  Bur¬ 
then  on  the  Providence  of  God,  and  ex¬ 
pecting  Him  to  work  Miracles ,  whilft  you 
negledt  the  natural  Means  of  doing  us  Good. 
If  therefore  you  refufe  our  reajonable  Re- 
queftSj  and  favour  us  with  unprofitable 
Prayers,  you  aft  the  Part  of  Courtiers , 
who  profefs  a  world  of  Refpeft  for  their 
Friends,  whilft  they  avoid  every  Oppor¬ 
tunity 


of  ferving  them,  and  get  rid  of  them' 
at  laft  by  recommending  them  to  Princes 
Or  Great  Perjons. ,  Who  have  either  no 
Leifure  to  mifld  them,  or  no  Obligation 
to  prefer  them. 

We  hope  for  greater  Candour  from 
you ,  Sir,  and  are  therefore  thus  free  tp 
trouble  you  with  odr  rfnoft  reafonable 
Apprehenfion,  that  though  from  the  rigid 
Inftitutions  of  our  Religion  we  every  one 
of  us  muff  fuffer  certain  Mutilations  of 
the  FleJh ,  yet  we  ought  not  from  any 
Confideration,  either  Human  or  Divine,  to 
fuffer  fuch  a  Civil  Circumcifion  as  to  be 
cut  out  of  all  Employments,  even  in  our 
native  Country,  under  a  Government 
whofe  Authority  we  have  obeyed,  and 
whofe  Eflablifhmcnt  we  have  fupported 
tvith  fuch  irreproachable  Fidelity,  and  fuch 
di  Ante  relied  Zeal,  that  divers  TJncircum * 
cifed  Patriots  ;not  forgetting  his  Honour  in 
particular;  who  on  certain  Occafions  have 
been  favoured  with  the  Trulls  and  loaded 
With  the  Bounties  of  this  Royal  Family, 
Would  be .  flatter’d  beyond  what  their  Mo- 
defly  can  bear,  were  it  fa  id  in  their  Praife, 
that  they  have  not  behaved  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  WORSE  THAN  VERY  j  £WS. 

In  Fa£t,  our  prefent  Ufage  is  more 
grievous  than  what  we  endured,  even  m 
the  Land  of  Egypt .  We  were  fo  far 
from  being  under  Incapacities  there,  that 
4  Joseph 
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Jo  $  e  ph,  a  circumcifed  Jew,  was  King 
Pharaoh's  Prime  Minister,  under  whole 
gentle  Administration  we  flouriftied  ex¬ 
ceedingly  5  which  is  mgre  than  we  have 
Since  done  by  the  Favour  of  Mmijlers% 
though  many  have  been  in  former  "Times , 
who  wanted  only  Circumcifion  tp  make 
them  perfect  Jews. 

This  Exciulion  from  the  Trulls  of  that 


Society  which  we  belong  to,  is  the  more 
intolerable  Grievance ,  becaufe,  fhoulcj 
you  look  into  all  the  Offices  of  Bufhejf 
whether  Civil  or  Ecclefaflical ,  we  may 
fafely  appeal  to  your  candid  Opinion,  whe¬ 
ther  you  know  many  Perfons  employ’d 
therein,  who  behave  them] elves  better 
than  Jews. 

We  are  not  to  be  anfwer’d,  as  the 
Diffenters  have  been,  that  repealing  the 
Tefts  would  be  of  fmall  Advantage  to  us ; 
for,  God  and  your  whole  Order  know,  we 
ever  had  more  fcrupulous  Conferences* 
than  to  be  Occafonal  Conformijls .  And 
though  Bread  and  Wine  are  extreamly 
proper  to  be  eat  and  drank  with  the 
Pafchal  Lamb ,  yet  we  ftri&ly  adhere  to 
our  own  Pajfover ,  and  never  in  our  Lives 
made  free  with  your  Sacrament . 

Nor  are  we  to  be  anfwer’d,  as  the 
Papifs  very  juflly  are,  that  we  favour 
the  Pretender  or,  that  we  feek  to  efta- 
blilh  a  foreign  fiirffididlion  wdthin  his 

Ma~ 
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Majefty’s  Realms :  for  you,  Sir,  can  bear 
us  Witnefs,  that  we  feek  for  no  King  but 
our  long  expected  Meffiah  5  and  that  we  rol¬ 
lick  no  Kingdom  within  lefs  Diftance 
than  the  Holy  City ,  where  we  might  fafely 
be  trufted,  could  we  refcue  it  out  of  the 
Hands  of  the  Infidels.  So  that  as  the 
Pope  and  Turk  would  undoubtedly  be 
the  chief  Enemies  to  our  Empire,  we 
have  all  the  Merit  of  Proteftants,  in  Op- 
pofkion  both  to  Popery  and  Mahometan- 
ifm .  And  perhaps  it  may  be  laid  with 
the  ftridteft  Truth,  we  have  not  contri¬ 
buted,  like  too  many  Prof  eft  ants,  to  make 
our  Countrymen  groffer  Bigots  than  Pa- 
pifts ,  and  greater  Slaves  than  Turks, 
But  this  is  fo  tender  a  Point,  that  we 
may  not  without  Incivility,  enlarge  upon 
it  in  an  Addrefs  to  you. 

However,  without  giving  Offence  to 
good  Proteftants  by  unfeemly  Reflections, 
we  infill,  that  the  Jews  are  in  all  Re~ 
fpects  of  equal  Merit  with  the  French 
Hugonots,  who  fhew  themfelves  con- 
fcious  of  our  Superiority,  by  their  con- 
tinual  Attempts  to  outvy  us  in  the  Frow- 
zinefs  of  their  Per  jins ,  and  the  Sal  lore  nefs 
of  their  Complexions ,  9  in  magnifying  the 
jLoffes  they  have  fuffer’d  through  Per  [edi¬ 
tion  abroad ,  and  hoarding  up  the  Gains  1 
they  have  acquired  by  Ufury  at  home  :  nay,  j 
we  are  ready  to  acknowledge,  that,  as  far 
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a§  Dirty  Avarice,  and  Extortion  can  make 
them  Jews,  they  might  be  convicted 
upon  any  Statute  againft  Judaifm  )  and 
even  Circumcifion  is  not  wanting  to  moll 
of  them,  though  we  will  not  fay  as 
Pr  oselytes.  But  then  you  will  do  us 
the  Juftice  to  own,  that  we  were  led  by 
wife  Men  and  great  Captains,  by  Mofes 
and  Aaron ,  and  JoJhua ,  with  other  ex¬ 
traordinary  Perfonages,  which  will  at  any 
time  fet  the  Children  of  Ifrael  above 
a  Rabble  of  ridiculous  Enthufiafts,  who 
were  led  by  fuch  fniveling  Vermin  as 
Prophet  Lacy ,  and  the  Printer  *  of  the  Old 
Whig ,  or  the  Confiflent  P  rot  eft  ant. 

Not  that  the  Jews  oppofe  any  Indul¬ 
gence  which  the  Legiflature  may  be  dif- 
pofed  to  grant  to  the  feveral  Sectaries  in 
Religion  :  but  we  hope  whatever  Tolera¬ 
tion  is  granted,  that  we  (hall  have  our 
Share  of  it ;  that  it  will  not  be  partial 
and  unjuft ;  or  limited  to  a  few,  who 
complain  of  every  Church  which  will 
not  receive  them  within  the  Pale  of  its 
Immunities',  and  who,  when  they  are 
taken  in,  (hut  the  Door  upon  all  who 
differ  from  them.  Such  confine  all  Cha¬ 
rity  to  thofe  who  difient  from  the  j thirty 
nine  Articles ,  as  if  People  were  not  as 

B  much 

1  ill  t'J.  ^  i.I . . ;  •  \  1;  ''O'-'  .  ■  ■ ' 

*  One  W - W— — ,  a  Trench  Prophet ,  who  fet  up 

fuch  a  Weekly  Journal ,  to  have  th e’TeJls  repealed  for  the 
Benefit  of  his  prophefying  Brethren. 


(  lo  ) 

much  to  be  pitied,  that  cannot  believe 
the  Creed  itfelf ;  and,  as  if  more  Indul-„ 
gence  were  allowable  to  win  Men  over 
to  the  Churchy  than  to  bring  them  over 
to  the  Gofpel. 

If  the  Rights  of  Nature  are  alledged 
in  Maintenance  of  this  Claim  to  Publick 
Offices,  wherein  have  the  Dijfenters  a 
better  Title  to  Employments  than  the 
Jews  ?  Are  we  not  Men,  becaufe  we  are 
circumcifed ?  Are  we  not  under  the  Pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Law  of  Nature ,  becaufe 
we  are  under  the  Difpenfation  of  the 
Law  of  Mofes  ?  If  it  is  of  Juftice  due  to 
them  — —  Can  it  with  Juftice  be  de¬ 
ny ’d  to  us  ?  And  if  an  Act  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  is  to  pafs,  which  fhajl  give  this 
Capacity  of  executing  Publick  Offices  to 
all  who  live  in  Obedience  to  Publick, 
Authority - — Can  fuch  an  Adi  be  con¬ 

fident  with  itfelf,  without  comprehending 
the  Jews  ? 

If  the  natural  Right  of  the  Jews  to 
fuch  an  Indulgence  might  need  Support 
from  other  Confederations,  I  could  write 
a  Volume,  inftead  of  a  Pamphlet,  to 
fhew  the  Hardfhips  which  we  labour  un¬ 
der,  You  have  laid  hold  of  the  Pro¬ 
mise  which  was  made  to  our  Father 
Abraham ,  and  have  taken  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven  as  your  Inheritance,  in  Right 
of  the  Children  of  IJrael ;  whilft  you  have 

excluded 
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excluded  the  whole  Twelve  Tribes  from 
every  Privilege  of  the  Society  in  which 
'any  of  them  Jive.  You  have  converted 
our  Moiety  of  the  Bible  to  your  own  Ufe, 
and  have  utterly  prohibited  us  from 
making  any  Advantage  of  the  New  Tepid- 
merit ,  which  might  fatisfy  us  for  our 
Tpfs  of  the  Old .  You  have  violently 
feized  upon  Moses  and  Aaron,  and 
the  Ten  Commandments,  which  were 
our  natural  Property,  and  have  placed 
them  over  your  Communion  Tables ,  yet 
make  this  Pretence  of  Chrijlim  Commu¬ 
nion  a  Reafon  for  excluding  us  from 
all  Advantages  as  Members  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  :  So  that  our  Law  and  our 
Prophets  can  afford  us  no  Protection, 
though  you  have  exalted  them  to  your 
firjl  Places  of  Worfhip.  You  have 
robbed  us  of  our  Priejlhood ,  of  our 
Urim  and  Thummim ,  and,  what  Flejfh 
and  Blood  is  fcarcely  able  to  bear,  you 
have  taken  from  us  our  Tythes,  yet 
you  have  given  us  nothing  in  Exchange 
but  Reprobation  and  Damnation ,  if  af¬ 
ter  we  have  loft  our  Goods  and  Gear, 
Satan  can  be  fuch  a  driveling  Fool  as 
to  take  us. 

For  God's  fake  therefore,  look  upon 
ps  Jews  as  a  People  whom  you  have 
injured,  and  to  whom  you  are  indebted* 
We  are  not  in  the  Cafe  of  Diffenters 5 

B  2  who 
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who  are  faid  to  have  injured  you  :  We 
never  turned  you  out  of  your  Churches ; 
we  never  fet  up  Chapter  Lands  to  Sale  ; 
nor  pulled,  down  your  Hierarchy  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  to  us  that  you 
owe  your  Mitres  and  your  Revenues , 
your  Privileges  and  Pre-eminencies.  If 
any  one  asks,  whence  you  derive  your 
Brief  hood ?  You  know  in  your  Confer¬ 
ences  tha t  Chrijl  himfelf  was  a  Layman ; 
You  fetch  your  Pedigree  from  the  Houje 
-  of  Aaron,  and  make  more  Profit  to  your 
Order  of  the  Five  Books  of  Mojes ,  than 
of  all  the  Four  Evangelifts « 

As  you  are  beholden  to  us  for  the 
mo  ft  valuable  of  your  Emoluments ,  you 
owe  the  moft  ufeful  of  your  Politicks 
to  our  Inftitutions.  You  have  learned 
from  us,  that  the  Righteous  are  entitled 
to  the  whole  Earth ;  you  have  learned 
from  us  to  to  hew  your  Enemies  to  Pieces 
before  the  Lord you  have  learned  from 
us  to  fay  Man  and.  Woman >  Infant  and 
Suckling ,  to  make  all  your  Enemies 
God's  Enemies ,  and  to  defiroy  them  with 
Fire  a?td  Sword ,  from  pure  Zeal  for  his 
Service. 

I  beg  you,  by  the  mutual  Civility  which 
fubfifts  between  us,  not  to  imagine  that 
I  lay  this  Debt  to  the  Charge  of 
the  Orthodox  only  :  I  ought  to  acknow¬ 
ledge. 
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ledge,  that  the  Dijfenters  have  their  due 
Share  of  all  thele  Gifts  and  Graces  $ 
and  I  make  the  fame  Ufe  of  the  Fadf, 
in  reafoning  with  either  Side,  that  fince 
you  have  purloin’d  your  moft  profitable 
practical  IDotlrines  from  the  Children  of 
Jfraei \  you  are  ungrateful  beyond  Ex¬ 
ample,  in  debarring  the  Jews  from  the 
Enjoyment  of  their  natural  Rights. 

This  Injuftice  is  the  more  unprece¬ 
dented,  becaufe  all  other  Setts  in  Re¬ 
ligion  have  perfecuted  only  thofe  who 
either  worshipped  other  Godsy  or  made 
Innovations  in  the  ancient  and  eftablijhed 
Form  of  Worjhip.  In  the  fir  ft  Cafe  it  hath 
been  ufual  to  abufe  their  Divinity 
himfelf,  before  it  hath  been  held  decent 
to  punijh  People  for  adoring  him.  In 
the  latter  Cafe,  Schifmaticks  have  had 
the  Odium  upon  them  of  breaking  in  up¬ 
on  the  Property  of  an  eftablifhed  Reli¬ 
gion,  and  of  invading  Privileges  which 
the  national  Sedt  had  been  long  pof- 
fefled  of.  But  *we9  the  Jews ,  are  not 
within  thp  Defcription  of  either  of  thefe 
Cafes.  You  own  our  God  to  be  a 
true  one,  and  you  know  that  we  were 
in  Poffeflion  of  him  Two  T’houfand  Years 
before  the  Name  of  your  Opinion  was 
mentioned  in  the  World.  In  this  Cafe, 
we  are  neither  Infidels ,  Idolaters ,  nor 

Schifmaticks  5 
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'ftchiJmMcfo ;  we  neither  difown  the 
G^j  nor  adore  a  ;  nor 

have  we  been  gliilty  of  Innovations,  but 
are  punifhed  for  adhering  to  our  old 
Forms ,  and  for  hot  receiving  New. 

might  neverthelefs  abfolve  you, 
in  a  great  meafure,  of  this  crying  In- 
juftice,  could  we  find  that  your  Religi¬ 
on  Jiad  impofed  it  upon  you ;  whereas 
we  are  fully  fatisfy’d,  that  you  have 
impofed  it  upon  your  Religion,  and  have 
taken  Meafures  againft  the  Jews  which 
are  not  to  be  justified  by  the  Gofpel  of 
yefus.  If  the  meritorious  Character  of 
a  Saviour  might  be  pleaded  with  thofe 
who  believe  or  pretend  that  he  dy  d  to 
fave  them ;  Is  it  not  manifeft,  that  He 
who  redeemed  you  was  a  Jew  ;  that 
•He  whom  you  preach  as  a  Light  to 
all  Nations  was  a  Jew:  that  He  whofe 
Caufe  hath  cloathed  you  in  Purple* 
hath  advanced  you  to  Honour,  and 
loaded  you  with  Riches,  even  Christ 
Himself,  was  a  Jew?  Andean  you 
forget,  that  your  Religion  had  wanted 
the  Evidence  of  a  principal  Miracle  to 
confirm  it,  had  it  not  been  from  his 
fpecial  Regard  and  tender  Affe&ion  to 
us  Jews?  For  he  raifed  up  the  Dead,  as 
we  are  told  in  your  New  Lejlament 
and,  reftored  a  childlefs  Father  to  his 

Daughter* 
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Daughter,  only  becaufe  it  was  told  him* 
that  the  Centurion  loved  our  Nation , 
and  had  built  us  a  Synagogue. 

If  then  the  Founder  of  Chrijlianity 
honoured  an  Idolater,  an  unconverted 
Heathen ,  who  loved  us,  and  built  us  a 
Synagogue  ;  How  much  greater  Indul¬ 
gence  would  He  have  expe&ed  in  our 
Behalf  from  Qhrijliam  obliging  them- 
felves  to  obey  his  Precepts,  and  imi¬ 
tate  his  Example  ?  Would  Hatred,  Re¬ 
proach,  or  eternal  War  upon  his  People 
the  Jews y  would  turning  them  out  of  their 
Synagogues ,  or  laying  them  under  Penal 
Haws  for  reforting  to  them,  have  been 
more  acceptable  to  Jesus  the  Jewy  or 
more  endearing  to  him  in  the  Conduit  of 
Chrijlians ,  than  the  contrary  Ufage  was 
in  the  Inftance  of  the  hofpitable  Pagan 
Centurion  ? 

How  oppofite  fuch  Proceedings  are 
to  the  whole  Tenor  of  his  Go f pel ,  the 
Writers  of  his  Life,  the  Adis  of  his 
Apoftles ,  and,  above  all,  the  Epijlles  of 
your  great  Apoftle  Paul,  may  abun¬ 
dantly  {hew.  It  was  your  Saviour  him- 
felf  who  faid,  Salvation  is  of  the  Jews: 
And  are  we  to  have  no  Retribution  but 
Obloquy,  Hardlhips,  and  Penal  Laws  ? 
We,  whom  the  Pfalmift  and  all  the 
Prophets  have  boafted  to  be  the  Domi- 

x  niont 
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nion,  the  Peculiar,  the  Inheritance  of  God  °> 
lo  whom ,  as  Paul  himfelf  hath  certi¬ 
fied,  pertaineth  the  Adoption,  and  the 
Glory,  and  the  Covenants,  and  the  Giv¬ 
ing  of  the  Law,  and  the  Service  of  God* 
and  the  Promifes:  Whofe  are  the  Fathers, 
and  of  whom ,  as  concerning  the  Fief:, 
Christ  came ,  who  is  over  all. 

It  is  faid  of  Jefus,  in  the  Gofpel  ac¬ 
cording  to  Matthew ,  that  he  gave  it  in 
his  Charge  to  his  twelve  Apoftles,  Go 
not  into  the  Way  of  the  Gentiles,  but  go 
rather  to  the  loft  Sheep  of  the  Houfe  of 
Ifrael.  In  another  Place  he  anfwers  to 
the  Woman  of  Canaan  ;  I  am  not  fent_ 
but  unto  the  loft  Sheep  of  the  Houfe  of 
Ifrael.  And  when  fhe  came  and  wor- 
fhipped  him,  crying,  Lord ,  help  me,  he 
faid,  It  is  not  meet  to  take  the  Childrens 
Bread  and  caf  it  before  Dogs.  Peter, 
the  Prince  of  his  Apoftles,  fpeaking  to 
our  Nation,  fays,  Te  Men  of  Ifrael,  Ye 
are  the  Children  of  the  Prophets  and  of 
the  Covenant  which  God  made  with  cur 
Fathers ,  faying  unto  Abraham,  in  thy 
Seed  (hall  all  the  Kindreds  of  the  Earth 
be  blejfed.  Paul  proclaims  his  Million 
to  be  to  the  Jew  first,  and  alfo  to  the 
Gentile.  To  honour  the  Jews ,  he  de¬ 
clares  to  the  Romans,  I  alfo  am  an 
Ifraelite  of  the  Seed  of  Abraham,  of  the 
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fnbe  of  Benjamin.  To  vie  with  them* 
he  boafts  to  the  Corinthians,  Are 
they  Hebrews  ?  jo  am  I :  Are  they  the 
Seed  of  Abraham  ?  Jo  am  L  And  in 
the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  he  tells 
them  of  the  Covenant  which  God 
Almighty  had  made  with  the  Houfe  of 
Ifrael ,  that  He  would  be  to  them  a 
God,  arid  ^they  fiould  be  to  Him  a 
People. 

Having  all  thefe  Teftimdnies  in  your 
own  Revelation  to  entitle  us  to  full 
Protection  and  Indulgence  from  you, 
Whence  is  it  that  we  fufTeCfuch  Mul- 
tiply’d  Oppreffions ;  and,  in  (lead  of 
God's  People ,  are  treated  as  the  Outcaft 
of  all  the  Earth  ?  Do  you  pretend  that 
the  Priefts  in  the  Days  of  our  Fathers 
deflroy’d  Chrifl ,  and  perfecuted  the  firjl 
Chfijtiam  ?  In  Truth,  they  behav’d 
themfelves  as  Priests  generally  be¬ 
have,  wickedly ,  ambitioujly ,  cruelly  and 
impicufly.  But,  are  the  whole  People 
to  bear  the  Sins  and  Impieties  of  their 
Priefs  on  their  Heads,  through  all 
Generations  ?  Seeing  that  it  was  Prieft- 
eraft ,  which  either  deftroy’d  the  In¬ 
nocent,  or  feduc’d  the  Vulgar,  and  that 
the  common  People  had  no  Hands  in  the 
Iniquity,  but  through  the  InfHgation  of 
their  villainous.  Guides ,  who  charged  it 

C  on 
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on  their  Confciences,  and  exadled  it  of 
them  in  the  Name  of  the  mod:  High 
God ,  that  they  fhould  commit  Barbari¬ 
ties  Shocking  to  Human  Nature.  If, 
therefore,  any  Zealous  Chriftian  is  of¬ 
fended  at  the  Inhumanities  of  the  Jew- 
ifh  Priejihood ,  and  willing  to  revenge 
them  on  us  Jews ,  let  him  make  it  his 
own  Cafe ;  let  him  think  how  hard  and 
uniuft  it  would  be,  to  punifh  him  or 
his  Family  for  the  Wickednefs  of  any 
Chnjlian  Priefl ,  either  living  or  dead, 
efpecially  of  fuch  as  adled  their  In- 
3 office  two  thonjand  Years  before  He 
was  born.  Did  Calvin  burn  Servetus  f 
Might  not  then  all  the  Followers  of 
Servetuss  Opinions  as  judly  burn  all 
Calvins  Difciples,  as  Chriflians  punifh 
Jews,  becaufe  the  JewiJh  Priefts  cru- 
cify’d  Chrift  ?  Say  then,  are  we  more 
accountable  for  what  was  done  in  our 
Church  before  we  came  into  the  World, 
than  other  Churches  will  own  them- 
fdves  to  be  ?  And  are  we  not  entitled 
to  the  Indulgence  and  Toleration  of  Chrif- 
tians ,  by  all  thofe  Principles  of  Equity 
and  Charity  which  they  can  offer  to 
fhew,  that  our  Fathers  ought  to  have 
granted  this  Indulgence  and  Tolera¬ 
tion  to  theirs  ? 


It 
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It  is  brought  as  a  Reproach  upon  our 
whole  Nation ,  that  fome  of  our  Ances¬ 
tors  put  Chrift  to  Death,  It  is  aggra¬ 
vated  by  the  Circumftance  that  He  was 
the  MeJJiah  of  Salvation ;  but  if  our 
Anceftors  knew  Him  not  to  be  Juch> 
they  had  not  the  Guile  on  their  Con- 
Sciences  of  putting  fo  divine  a  Perfon 
to  Death.  It  is  not  pretended  that  they 
knew  any  Such  Circumftance,  but  rather, 
that  their  Hearts  were  harden  d ,  and 
that  their  Eyes  were  blinded '  with  other 
Matters,  which  rather  entitle  them  to 
Pity  than  Reproach .  If  then  this  Adi 
of  Cruelty  and  Tyranny  be  view'd  in 
its  full  Horror,  it  was  no  other  than  an 
oj  Injujtice  to  an  innocent  or  righ¬ 
teous  Perfon.  And,  if  all  Pofterity  are 
involved  in  Guilt  and  Punifhment  by 
the  cafual  Deftrudtion  of  Innocence  and 
Virtue,  all  Nations  in  the  World  muft 
be  accurfed  to  the  End  of  the  World, 
lince  no  Age  or  Country  hath  been 
without  Inftances  where  the  Greateft 
and  Worthieft  Ferfons  have  been  fingled 
out  for  Deftrudlion  by  the  Violence  of 
prevailing  Parties,  frequently  attended 
with  popular  Acclamations. 

You,  Sir ,  who  are  an  High-Priejt 
yourfelf,  muft  own  that  Caiaphas  was  a 
Man  of  more  Decency  and  Temper 

C  a  than 
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than  fome  of  your  own  Orders  for  he 
tfted  no  lefs  weighty  an  Argument  for 
the  Deftrudion  of  Je/us,  than  that  it 
was  better  that  one  Man  fhould  perijh 
rather  than  an  whole  People .  Which 
of  you,  Sir,  would  have  fcrupled  a 
Moment  to  concur  in  a  Sentence  which 

'  ’  ;  v. 

was  urged  by  this  Plea  of  Neceffity*  Or, 
which  of  you  would  not  have  put  an 
hundred  Men  to  Death,  rather  than  that 
your  own  Hierarchy  fhould  be  brought 
into  Danger  ? 

.You  mu  ft  hence  allow,  that  the  bar¬ 
barous  Ad  of  putting  Chrijt  to  Death, 
and  the  dreeitful  Argument  that  made 
it  popular  and  plaufible,  was  a  very 
ordinary  Effed  of  Prieftly  Impofture , 
Ambition  and  Cruelty ,  which  are  prone 
to  fhed  Blood,  and  to  make  Havoc k  of 
Mankind,  for  the  Gratification  of  Re¬ 
venge,  or  the  Advancement  of  Tyranny: 
And  this  being  fb  common  a  Blemifh 
on  the  Profeffors  and  Leaders  of  all 
Religions,  Ours ,  I  hope,  are  %no  more 
to  be  branded  with  Reproach,  than  the 
reft:  of  our  n  eighbours  who  have  not 
kfs  dekrv’d  it. 

It  is  indeed  very  extraordinary,"  that 
the  A po files  Succeffcrs ,  as  you  call  your- 
felves,  fhould.  take  more  Liberty  of  a- 
baling  us  Jews ,  than  the  Afojtles  were 
,  „  allowed 

«  j 


allowed  to  do  themfelves.  A  great  part  of 
the  Epistle  to  the  Romans  is  writ 
exprefsly  to  reprove  the  ungrateful  Gen¬ 
tiles  for  defpifing  and  reviling  our  Na¬ 
tion.  Your  Apoftie  Paul  loads  us  with 
no  fuch  unreafcnable  Charge,  as  the 
Guilt  of  Blood  which  was  £hed  before 
we  were  born,  nor  imputes  it  to  the 
Jews  even  of  that  Time  who  had  no 
Hand  in  {bedding  it.  On  the  contrary 
he  declares,  Brethren ,  my  Heart's  Defrey 
and  Prayer  to  God  for  Ifrael  isy  that 
they  may  be  faved.  For,  1  bear  them 
Record  that  they  have  a  Zeal  of  God, 
though  not  according  to  Knowledge .  And 
in  the  next  Chapter  he  affirms  prophe¬ 
tically,  All  Ifrael  shall  be  faved. 
Even  to  thofe  who  urged  their  Un¬ 
belief  as  an  Argument  of  their  Repro¬ 
bation  he  faith,  Hath  God  eaft  away 
his  People  ?  God  forbid  ,  fory  I  alfo  am 
an  Ifraelite  — — —  Have  they  humbled 
that  they  fljould  fall  ?  God  forbid ,  but 
rather  through  their  Fall  Salvation  is 

come  to  the  Gentiles  - — -  I J 'peak  to 

you  Gentiles;  in  as  much  as  I  am  an 
Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  I  magnify  mine 
Of  ice  - — - — -  If  the  fir  ft  Fruit  be  holyy 
the  Lump  is  alfo  holy ;  and  if  the  Root 
is  hoh\  ft  are  the  Branches :  And  if 
fome  of  the  Branches  be  broken  of  and 

thou 
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thou  being  a  wild  Olive-Tree,  went 
grafted  in  amongfi  them ,  and  with  them 
fartakefl  of  the  Fatnejs  of  the  Olive- 
Tree,  boaft  not  againft  the  Branches; 
hut  if  thou  boaft ,  thou  beareft  not  the 

Rooty  but  the  Root  thee  - - fhou  wilt 

fay  theny  the  Branches  were  broken  off 
that  1  might  be  grafted  in.  Well; 
becaufe  of  Unbelief  they  were  broken  offy 
and  thou  ftandeft  by  Faith— be  not 

HIGH-MINDED,  but  FEAR. 

I  cannot  omit  the  Paraphrafe  which 
a  great  ChriJ'tian  Philofopher,  the  late 
Mr.  Locke,  hath  given  us,  becaufe 
he  hath  open’d  the  Senle  very  fully;  and 
the  Englijh  Reader  will  find  it  more  in¬ 
telligible  than  this  Paffage  can  be,  ftridN 
ly  adhering  to  the  Hebrew  IdioiUy  in 
which  the  New  Teftament  is  written. 

<c  If  Abraham ,  Ifaa-Cy  and  Jacoby  from 
<c  whom  the  Jewifh  Nation  had  their 
Originals  were  holy,  the  Branches 
<c  alfo  that  fprang  from  this  Root  are 
“  holy.  If  then  fome  of  the  natural 
tc  Branches  were  broken  off,  if  fome 
ct  of  the  natural  Jews  of  the  Stock  of 
c£  David  were  broken  off  and  rejedled, 
and  thou  an  Heathen  of  the  wild 
u  Gentile  Race  wert  taken  in  and  in- 
*c  grafted  into  the  Church  of  God  in 
C£  their  Room,  and  there  partake  ft  of 

£C  the 
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cc  the  Bleflings  promifed  to  Abraham 
cc  and  his  Seed,  be  not  fo  conceited  of 
€C  thyfelf  as  to  Jhew  any  Disrespect 
€c  to  the  Jews.  If  any  fuch  Vanity 
<c  poflefs  thee,  remember  that  the  Pri- 
<c  vilege  which  thou  haft  in  being  a 
tc  Chriftian  is  derived  to  thee  from  the 
cc  Promife  which  was  made  to  Abraham 
<c  and  his  Seed,  but  nothing  accrues  to 
te  Abraham  or  his  Seed  from  thee.” 

From  thefe  full  and  irrefragable 
Proofs  it  appears,  that  not  only  the 
Law  of  Nature ,  but  the  Law  o  f 
Christ  entides  us  to  the  Protection 
of  Society;  and  it  is  a  monftrous  Op- 
preflion  of  us  Jews ,  that  we  fuffer  any 
Ufage  from  Chrijlians  which  is  repug¬ 
nant  to  Chriftianity  itfelf.  If  all  the 
Evangelifls  and  Afoflles  prove  the  Per- 
fecutions  and  Penal  Laws  which  we 
labour  under  to  be  oppofite  to  the  In¬ 
tentions  of  Jefus  Chrift :  If  all  the 
diferent  SeBs  in  the  Chrifiian  Religion 
maintain,  that  Perfect! don  for  Religious 
Opinions  is  contrary  to  the  Law  of 
God ,  and  to  the  Order  of  Nature : 
What  Argument  can  be  offer’d  to  ex¬ 
empt  us  from  any  Indulgence  which 
can  be  allowed  to  our  Brethren  of  the 
Diffenting  Perfuafions  ? 
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Arid  yet  it  hath  happen’d,  as  much 
to  our  Amazement  as  to  our  Indigna¬ 
tion,  fince  the  Debates  concerning  the 
Sacramental  Tejl  have  been  revived  in 
this  Kingdom,  that,  having  applied  our- 
felves  to  certain  Reverend  Paftors  of 
'Difenting  Congregations ,  offering  our 
friendly  Affiftance  to  them  in  the  Pro- 
fecution  of  their  Defign,  alluring  them 
of  the  Defire  which  we  fincerely  pro- 
fefs  to  remove  thefe  unjuft  Reftraints 
on  the  natural  Rights  of  Mankind,  and 
propofing  to  join  with  them  in  their 
Petition  to  the  King's  mojl  Excellent 
Majejlyi  and  to  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment 9  they  have  utterly  refufed  to  coun¬ 
tenance  or  to  concur  with  us  j  they 
have  found  out  Diftiftdtions  to  prove 
that  they  have  Rights  by  Nature ,  which 
we  have  loft  by  Unbelief ;  that  they 
have  a  Privilege  by  Grace i  which  we 
cannot  lay  hold  of  but  by  coming  over 
to  their  Faith  :  And  in  ftiort,  have 
flatly  told  us,  that  none  but  Chrijlians 
ought  to  he  capable  of  Employments 
in  a  Chrijiian  Country.  So  little  does 
it  avail  any  Body  of  Men  to  believe  in 
God,  that  they  are  neverthelefs  to  be 
perftcuted,  as  though  they  believed  in 
none  at  ally  unlefs  they  fubfcribe  to  all 
the  reft  of  the  Creed . 

We 
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We  told  them,  that  we  were  the 
Children  of  Ifrael ;  that  Moses  was  at 
lead:  as  divinely  infpired  as  Calvin  ; 
that  we  had  as  much  Refpeft  for  the 
Ten  Commandments,  as  Presbyterians , 
Independents ,  Anabaptijls ,  or  French  Pro¬ 
phets  -y  that  we  thought  the  Obfervance 
of  our  Law  would  make  us  Good  Sub - 
jeffisy  though  we  were  not  happy  enough 
to  be  fatisfy’d  in  our  Confciences  of 
the  Pruth  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  ;  that 
no  Society  had  any  Right  to  exaCt  more 
of  its  Members  than  we  had  always 
yielded  ;  and,  that  as  we  had  never 
been  wanting  in  dutiful  Subrnifiion  to 
our  Superiours,  we  hoped  it  was  noim- 
modeft  Demand  to  be  admitted  on  the 
fame  Footing  with  other  SeBs  of  I)if- 
fenters  y  that  it  is  true,  we  are  charged 
with  too  violent  a  Paffion  for  the  Mam¬ 
mon  of  Unright eoufnefsy  but  that  we  find 
the  mold  fanBified  Chrijliansy  in  refpefb 
of  worldly  Lucre ,  as  little  fcrupulous  of 
taking  the  Profit  to  themfelves,  as  they 
are  of  throwing  the  Scandal  upon  us: 
That  we  get  what  we  can,  and  keep 
what  we  get,  not  by  any  Principle  of 
Religion,  but  of  Convenience  ;  and  that 
this  -Principle  reigns  in  as  full  Perfecti¬ 
on  among  ft  the  Saints  at  Hackney ,  as 

D  among 
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among  the  Children  of  Ifrael  In  Bury 
Street ,  or  Duke's  Place. 

We  cannot  but  admire  at  fuch  unci¬ 
vil  Ufage  from  our  Brethren  the  Dijfen - 
terSy  who  have  laid  themfelves  under  fo 
many  Obligations  to  us  Jews ,  have 
turned  us  out  of  the  Poffeffion  of  all 
our  ancient  Privileges,  and  allow  us  as 
little  Right  in  the  Old  f erufaleniy  as 
we  pretend  to  have  in  the  New.  In 
fhorc,  they  make  as  free  with  Sion,  as 
if  they  w^ere  Lords  of  the  Manor  ;  and 
appropriate  the  Songs  of  Sion  to  them¬ 
felves,  as  if  they  were  Hymns  of  their 
own  compofmg .  They  have  made  Prize 
of  all  the  Pfalms  of  Davidy  as  if  he 
had  not  been  King  of  JJrael 3  and  all 
the  BleJJings  of  the  Law,  and  all  the 
Curfes  in  the  Prophets  are  converted 
to  their  own  Ufe,  as  if  the  Ifraelites 
had  no  Property  in  them.  After  this, 
it  is  marvelloufly  ftrange,  that  they  will 
fhare  with  us  none  of  their  Emoluments , 
and  that  they  would  debar  us  of  all 
Indulgences  which  .they  lay  Claim  to 
themfelves. 

You,  Sir,  who  are  an  Orthodox  High 
Briefly  will  judge  between  us  Jews,  and 
the  Dif enters,  whether  we  have  not  the 
fame  Right  as  the  beft  of  them  to  Em¬ 
ployments  ?  Or,  what  Pretence  there  can 

be. 
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be,  that  againft  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Country  in  which  we  live,  \\  e,  of  all 
other  People,  fhould  have  no  fhare  in 
ena&ing  or  executing  the  Laws  which 
we  are  bound  to  obey  ?  Why  might 
not  the  Land  of  Canaan  be  as  pro¬ 
fitably  reprefented  in  Parliament  as  the 
Ki  ngdom  of  Sc — — nd,  and  with  as 
little  Prejudice  to  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land ,  from  our  Synagogue,  as  from 
'their  Kirk  ?  Why  may  we  not  adorn 

one  Side  of  Si.  S~ - -ns  Ch — p-—l  with 

our  flaxen  Wiggs  and  fallow  Faces,  in 
as.  becoming  a  manner  as  our  Northern 
Brethren  appear  on  the  other  Side  in 
their  black  ones  ? 

With  Regard  to  Publick  Employ¬ 
ments,  Are  there  not  Abundance  of 
them  in  this  happy  I  flan  d,  which  are 
fitter'  for  Jews,  than  for  Chriflians , 
and  which  have  infenfibly  transformed 
good  Chriflians  into  real  Jews ,  by  the 
prevalent  Force  of  Example  ?  What 
may  you  think,  Sir ,  of  us  Jews ,  in 
the  Capacity  of  Excife  Offcefs  ?  Or, 
what  think  you  of  Excife  Officers ,  as 
different  in  any  thing  from  us  Jews  -> 
but  that  the  Circumcised  are  in  all 
Refpe&s  fit  to  be  Excijemen,  and  that 

the  Excisemen  are  moll  of  them  fit 

*  -•  *** 

to  pe  Circumcifed  ? 
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I  could,  Sir,  give  you  many  Reafons 
to  convince  you,  that  natural  Chrijlian 
Policy  fhould  induce  you  to  favour  us 
Jews  ;  that  you  have  many  Obligati¬ 
ons  to  us  as  a  Clergyman ,  though  you 
forget  all  Relation  to  us  as  a  Chrijlian  ; 
that  as  our  Religion  was  the  Parent  of 
yours ,  our  Synagogue  is  the  Buttrefs 
of  the  Chrijlian  Church,  an  Evidence 
of  its  Extradhon,  an  Authority  to  prove 
its  Antiquity,  a  living  Record  to  tefti- 
fy  whence  you  had  your  Revelation ;  and 
that  therefore  you  cannot  be  too  indul¬ 
gent  to  a  People,  whole  Eftablifhment 
cannot  he  dejlroyed  without  removing 
the  Foundation  of  your  own . 

But  that  jingle  Article  which  I  have 
already  mentioned,  that  Divine  Right 
of  Tythes,  which  is  the  Source  of 
all  your  Plenty,  might  make  the  Old 
Dejlament  and  the  Jews  of  favourite 
Confederation  with  you  ;  Efpecially 
when  you  refiedt,  that  all  the  SeBs  in 
your  own  Religion  deny  your  Title  to 
Tythes ;  that  the  Quakers  hold  it  Jin - 
Jul  to  pay  them,  and  fuffer  all  Extre¬ 
mities  rather  titan  adt  againft  their  Con¬ 
fidences  in  fo  tender  a  Concern ;  that 
the  People  of  all  other  Perfuafions  hold 
them  to  be  of  Human  Invention ,  and 
belonging  to  the  Cognizance  of 
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poral  Power  ;  and,  that  moft  who  al¬ 
low  them  to  be  lawful ,  do  not  at  all 
believe  them  to  be  reafonable  or  expe¬ 
dient . 

Your  Brethren  of  the  Clergy ,  in  Re¬ 
turn  for  this  great  Obligation  in  the 
Article  vf  lythes,  might  very  gratefully 
and  profitably  appoint  us  Jews  to  be 
your  Tythe  Gatherers  ;  and  this  too,  with¬ 
out  alarming  the  People  who  pay  them, 
fince  they  can  fcarcely  believe,  that  the 
jews  themfelves  would  be  more  rigid 
Collectors,  than  the  Generality  of  Church 
Officers . 

But  inftead  of  exprefiing  your  Grati¬ 
tude  to  us,  by  fuch  reafonable  Returns 
of  Kindnefs  and  Confidence  as  we  might 
expeCt,  You  moft  unnaturally  call  up¬ 
on  us  to  ferve  Parijh  Offices,  which  you 
will  ?20t  fuffer  us  to  difcharge ;  yet  pu- 
nifli  us  with  Fines  and  Penalties,  becaufe 
we  do  720 1  difcharge  them.  Are  you 
not  more  cruel  in  this  RefpeCt  than  the 
Task-Mafters  of  Egypt ,  who  compelled 
our  Fore-fathers  to  make  Brick  without 
Straw  ?  For,  if  they  had  adted  by  Policies 
like  yours,  they  would  not  have  fuffered 
us  by  any  Means  to  make  the  Bricks  which 
they  had  commanded,  yet  would  have 
puniffied  us  for  not  making  what  they 
would  not  fuffer  us  to  make . 


You 


(  3° 

-  You  have  juftified  this  unmerciful  U- 
fage  of  us,  by  alledging,  that  in  the 
fame  manner  you  ufe  one  another j  and  I 
owned  in  the  Beginning,  that  we  could 
not  expedd  better  of  you  under  this 
Circumflance.  But  then  you  have  at 
prefent ,  an  Opportunity  to  do  us  Juftice, 
For,  linee  we  are  under  the  fame  Hard* 
Iliips  and  Incapacities  with  other  Difen- 
levs ,  you  ought  to  declare,  that  you 
look  upon  the  Jews  with  the  fame  Ten* 
dernefs  as  you  look  upon  other  Di /[en¬ 
ters  ;  that  when  the  Dispute  fhall  be 
ad] lifted  about  what  Time  is  proper ,  you 
will  fhew  the  fame  Indulgence  to  the 
Children  of  Ifrae /,  as  to  the  Di/tiples  of 
Calvin ;  that  either  Sedl  ftand  in  the 
fame  Predicament  with  you  $  and  that 
after  the  Example  of  the  Apoftle  Paul, 
you  will  give  Toleration  to  the  Jew  firft, 
and  alfo  to  the  Gentile. 

It  might  be  expedted,  conlidering 
how  long  we  have  fufferd  ill  Ufage, 
that  you  might  think  it  Time  to  give 
us  better.  From  a  Pafifage  which  I  find 
inferred  in  your  learned  Countryman 
Cambden’s  Britannia,  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  Lord  Bishop  g/’ London  [  Voh  1. 
p.  535J  it  appears,  that  c  the  Jews 
e  flouri&ed  mightily  in  London  a  little 
s  after  the  Conqueft  3  being  encouraged 

£  particularly 
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*  particularly  by  William  Rufus .  But 

*  their  Wealth,  fays  his  Lordjhip ,  in 

*  fucceeding  Times  did  them  great  In- 

*  jury,  when  they  were  miferabiy  tor- 
4  tured  by  King  John  to  difcover  and 

*  deliver  up  their  hidden  Treafures.  In 
<  the  i  ith  of  Edward  the  Firfi ,  their 

*  Synagogues  were  all  pluck'd  down  \ 
c  and  in  the  i6th  Year  of  that  King 
€  they  were  ail  banifhed  to  the  Num- 
c  ber  of  Fifteen  Thoufand  *  ;  but  their 
€  Riches  were  all  to  be  left  behind,  and 
€  they  were  not  allowed  to  take  any 
€  Money  or  Goods  along  with  them, 
‘  fave  only  for  the  neceflary  Charges  of 
4  their  Tranfportation.’ 

I  was  exceedingly  glad  of  this  im¬ 
partial  Teftimony  from  a  Chriftian  Ri- 
JJjop  of  fo  great  Credit  and  Authority ;  be- 
caufe  a  learned  Englijh  Lawyer,  the  Lord 
Chief  JuJtice  Coice,  hath  adhered  to  the 
Letter  of  the  Law  againft  us,  as  the 
Truth  of  our  Cafe  ;  He  hath  affigned 
our  Expulfion  to  no  other  Caufe  than 
our  XJfury ,  and  relates  it  to  have  been 
effe&ed  by  no  other  Means  than  putting 
a  Stop  to  our  JJfury ,  whereas  the  faid 

Lord 

*  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Coke ,  who  fpeaks  of  their  Ex- 
pulfion  from  the  View  of  Records,  numbers  the  Jews 
who  went  away  at  fifteen  thoufand  and  threescore.  z  Co. 
Jnji .  Statute  de  Judaifmo* 
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Lord  B'ifhop  imputes  it  truly  and  can¬ 
didly  to  the  Opprefjion  and  Avarice  of 
the  Times,  rather  than  to  the  Misbe¬ 
haviour  of  our  People; 

The  laborious  Antiquary  S  towe,  in 
his  Survey  of  London  relates,  [5.  3.  P.54] 
c  That  King  John,  in  the  nth  Year 
c  of  his  Reign,  commanded  all  the  Jew  , 
c  both  Men  and  Women,  to  be  impri- 
c  Ton'd  and  grievoufly  punifh'd,  becaufe 
c  he  would  have  all  their  Money .  Some 
‘  of  them,  Jays  he ,  gave  all  they  had, 
c  and  promis'd  more,  to  efcape  fo  many 
c  Kinds  of  Torment;  for  every  one  of 
c  them  had  at  the  lea  ft  their  Eyes  pluck'd 
c  out .  Among  ft  whom  there  was  one, 
c  who  being  tormented  many  Ways, 
€  would  not  ranfom  himfelf  till  the  King 
c  had  caufed  ( every  Day )  one  oj  his 

*  great  Teeth  to  be  pluck'd  out  by  the 

*  Space  of  /even  Days;  and  then  he 
c  gave  to  the  King  Ten  Thoujand  Marks 
c  of  Silver^  to  the  end  they  fhould  pull 
c  out  no  more.  The  faid  King  at  that 
‘  Time  fpoiled  the  Jews  of  Sixty  fix 
c  Thou) and  Marks  of  Silver .' 

The  fame  Author  mentions,  that  in 
the  preceding  Reign  of  Richard  the  Firfl 
c  the  Jews  at  Norwich^  Bury  St .  Ed - 
c  mund 's,  Lincoln ,  Stamford ,  and  Lynny 
€  were  robb’d^and  fpoil'd  ;  And,  at  York 

‘  to 
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to  the  Number  of  five  hundred,  be* 
fides  Women  and  Children,  entred  a 
Tower  of  the  Caftle,  proffering  Mo¬ 
ney  to  be  in  Surety  of  their  Lives,  but 
the  Chriftians  would  not  take  it ; 
whereupon  they  cut  the  Throats  of 
their  own  Wives  and  Children,  and 
caft  them  over  the  Walls  on  the  Chrif¬ 
tians  Heads,  and  then  entring  the 
King’s  Lodging,  they  hurn’d  both  the 
Houfe  and  themfelves/ 
c  In  the  26th  of  Henry  the  Third, 
the  Jews  were  conftrain’d  to  pay  to 
the  King  Twenty  Thoufand  Marks  at 
two  Terms  in  the  Year,  or  elfe  to 
remain  in  perpetual  Prifon/ 
c  In  his  35th  Year  he  exa&ed  ines¬ 
timable  Sums  of  all  rich  Men,  name¬ 
ly,  of  Aaron  a  Jew  bom  at  York , 
Fourteen  Thoufand  Marks  for  himfelf, 
and  Ten  Thoufand  Marks  for  the 
Queen.  And  before  that  Time  he  had 
taken  of  the  fame  Jew  as  much  as 
in  all  amounted  to  Thirty  Thoufand 
Marks  of  Silver,  and  Two  Hundred 
Marks  of  Gold  for  the  Queen/ 

‘  In  the  1 6th  of  Edward  the  Firft 
all  the  Jews  in  England  were  (in  one 
Day)  apprehended  by  Precept  from 
the  King,  but  they  redeem’d  them¬ 
felves  for  Twelve  Thoufand  Pounds  of 

E  ‘  Sib 
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€  Silver  :  Notwithftanding  which,  in  the 
«  19th  of  his  Reign  he  baniih’d  them 
£  all,  as  is  aforementioned,  giving  them 

<  only  to  bear  their  Charge  till  they  were 
£  out  of  the  Realm.  He  made  a  mighty 
«  Mafs  of  Money  of  their  Houfes,  which 
€  he  fold,  yet  the  Commons  had  paid 
«  him  a  Fifteenth  of  all  their  Goods  to 

<  compenfate  hisLofs  in  banifhing  them/ 
For  Lord  Chief  JuJiice  Coke  takes  No¬ 
tice,  c  That  from  the  17th  of  December , 

*  in  the  50th  Year  of  Henry  the  Third, 
c  until  Shrove-Tuefday  in  the  fecond  of 
4  Edward  the  Fir  ft,  (  being  about  the 

<  Space  of  f 'even  Years)  the  Crown  had 
£  receiv'd  Four  Hundred  and  Twenty!  hou- 

*  fund  Pounds,  fifteen  Shillings,  and  four 
c  Pence,  de  exitibus  Judaifmi ;  at  which 
c  Time  the  Ounce  of  Silver  was  but 
c  Twenty  Pence,  and  now  it  is  more 
€  than  treble  fo  much/ 

From  this  Period,  Anno  1291,  we 
had  no  Re-admiffion  into  England  till 
1655,  being  kept  in  Banifhment  Three 
Hundred  and  fixty-four  Years  It  was 
then  the  Wifdom  of  Oliver  Crom¬ 
well  that  brought  us  into  this  Coun¬ 
try  again,  by  a  Treaty  with  Manajfeh 
Ben  Ifrael ,  wherein  the  Jew  if  Nation 
were  reflor’d  to  the  Bxercife  of  their. 
Trade  and  Worfhip  in  England . 


•'  ! 
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As  it  is  but  Four [core  Years  fi nee  our 
Re-admiffion,  our  Fathers,  for  the  tnoffc 
Part,  were  Aliens  by  Birth,  and  could 
not  claim  a  natural  Right  to  the  Pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  Community.  They  could 
only  be  receiv’d  as  Foreigners ,  with  pro¬ 
per  Encouragement  to  trufl  their  Fami¬ 
lies  and  Effefts  under  the  Publick  Pro¬ 
tection.  But  in  this  Courfe  of  Time 
the  Jews  of  Cromwell' s  Days  are  dead, 
and  we  their  Children  are  natural-born 
Subjects  of  Britain ,  fo  that  what  In¬ 
capacity  or  Difability  may  remain  upon 
us,  is  entirely  to  be  laid  to  the  Charge 
of  Religion,  and  is  an  Hardfhip  upon 
us  for  di Renting  from  the  National  E- 
ftablijhment .  This  is  our  Grievance,  and 
this  we  hope  will  at  length  have  Re¬ 
el  refs  j  that  the  War  which  hath  been 
carry’d  on  againft  us  almofl  ever  fince 
the  Norman  Con  quell,  may  now  be 
brought  to  a  Gonclufion,  and  that  we 
may  not  be  opprefs’d  any  longer  for  no 
other  Reafon,  than  that  after  the  IV ay 
which  Men  call  Hereby  we  worfhip  the 
God  of  our  Fathers. 

We  ought  not  to  impute  any  cruel 
Difpofition  to  the  good  People  of  Eng¬ 
land,  but  to  the  Prejudices  againd  us, 
which  were  fomented  by  the  Arts  of 

E  2  Bigotry 
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Bigotry  and  Prieftcraft ,  or  encouraged 
by  the  private  Views  of  Princes :  Info- 
much  that  it  was  our  Misfortune  to  be 
banifh’d  from  Rome  by  Fiberius ,  for  the 
Fraud  of  a  few  of  our  Religion,  in  fe- 
ducing  a  Roman  Lady:  We  were  for 
no  better  Reafon  banifh’d  out  of  France 
In  1253  ;  and  the  Catholick  King  John 
the  Second  forced  Three  Hundred 
Thousand  Jews  in  one  Day  out  of 
the  Dominions  of  Spain , 

I  have  already  faid,  and  X  cannot  but 
infift  with  humble  Submiffion,  that  it  is 
Time  we  fhould  be  differently  treated 
by  the  Chriftian  World  3  and  that  as 
you  have  taken  the  Covenant  of  Grace 
entirely  from  us,  you  ought  in  com¬ 
mon  Juftice  to  leave  us  in  quiet  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  Rights  cf  Nature. 

In  what  Manner,  or  to  what  Degree 
the  Legiflature  ought  to  indulge  us, 
run  ft  be  fubmicted  to  their  Confidera- 
tion,  and  muff  be  determin’d  from  a 
Variety  of  Circumftances;  but  whatever 
they  grant  to  other  Dif enters  will  by 
undeniable  Parity  of  Reafon  be  due  to 
us ,  unlefs  it  could  appear  that  we  are 
not  Dif  enters,  becaufe  we  are  Jews ; 
whereas  rhere  is  not  a  more  common 
Cafe  in  this  great  City,  than  to  fee  the 

Jew ; 
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Jew  and  the  Dijfenter  blended  together 
in  one  and  the  fame  Perfon . 

It  were  needlefs  to  name  a  great 
Number  of  Perfons  in  this  Predicament, 
when  there  are  two  of  fuch  Notoriety 

as  the  venerable  P - r  W - 1 - r\ 

Efq;  and  the  worffiipful  Sir  G— — -e 

C - - - - /,  Knight.  The  former, 

is  fo  extremely  fenfible  of  having  all 
the  Marks  of  Judaifm  upon  Him,  that 
a  Woman  with  a  counterfeited  Preg¬ 
nancy  would  not  be  more  afraid  of  a 
Writ  de  Ventre  Infpiciendo :  The  latter, 
God  blefs  Him,  is  fo  lincerely  one  of  ns, 
that  He  is  not  ajhamed  to  own  it.  It 
is  a  well  known  Circumftance  related 
of  one  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  that  being 
by  the  Lenity  of  the  Englijh  Con- 
ftitution  admitted  to  give  Evidence  in 
Courts  of  Juftice,  on  the  Faith  of  a 
Ghriftian ,  the  Officer  who  adminiftred 
the  Oath,  though  a  Stranger  to  his 
Perfon,  by  a  right  Judgment  of  his 
Phifiognomy,  gave  Him  the  Old  7 ejta- 
ment  to  depofe  on  as  a  Jew . 

How  great  Analogy  there  is  in  ge¬ 
neral  between  the  Dtffenters  and  Jews , 
and  how  eafily  we  are  to  be  miftaken 
for  each  other,  wants  no  other  Wit- 
nefles  than  the  Pastors  of  each  Per- 
fuafion.  How  happily  do  they  con¬ 
cur  in  the  black  Cloak  and  the  fjort 
>  Bib  ? 
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Bib  t  How  perfectly  does  the  dirty 
Phiz  of  a  French  Refugee  accord  with 
the  fable  Hue  of  a  Rabbi  in  Ifrael  ? 
How  exadly  alike  are  the  Size  of  their 
Confciencesy  and  the  Reach  of  their  Un- 
derJlandingSy  their  , Zeal  for  Works  of 
Faith  and  Piety  5  and  above  all,  for  the 
ready  Penny  ? 

This  Similitude  of  Circumfances ,  is 
the  Ground  of  our  juft  Confidence, 
that  there  will  be  no  Difference  of  In¬ 
dulgence.  We  are  perfe&ly  reafonable 
in  our  Defires ;  we  want  no  more  than 
what  you  allow'  them  ;  we  think  our 
felves  as  well  qualified  to  govern  Cor - 
forationsy  to  fit  in  that  grave  Aflembly 
/  the  City  Common-Council ,  and  to  make 
a  Jobb  of  my  Lord  Mayor  s  Houfe ,  as 
the  in  oft  religious  Elder  of  Salters  Hall. 
We  concur  with  them  entirely,  that  it 
is  refpedively  our  Right  by  the  Law 
of  Nature ,  and  we  humbly  perfuade 
ourfelves,  that  no  Diftindtion  will  be 
made  by  the  Law  of  Grace . 

We  have  now  dated  our  Cafe  to  the 
impartial  World.  We  are  willing  to  be 
judged,  even  by  the  Reverend  Benchy 
whether  our  Complaints  are  not  well 
grounded,  and  our  Defires  juft.  We 
have  nothing  further  to  propofe,  than 
to  attend  our  Dijjenting  Brethren  in  a 
Body,  whenever  a  Petition  for  th$ 
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Repeal  of  the  Tejls  is  to  be  preferred  : 
And  we  accordingly  intend,  on  that  Day , 
to*  march  in  a  Jolemn  Procession 
through  the  Streets  of  London ,  from 
our  Synagogue  in  Bury  Street ,  with 
our  Priests,  and  our  Law,  and 
Aaron's  Bells,  at  the  Head  of  us* 
If  this  moving  Appearance  fhall  not 
have  its  Effeft,  we  mu  ft  defpair  of  being 
reftored  to  our  natural  Rights .  But,  as 
You,  Sir ,  have  Power  to  affift  us  in 
our  pious  Defign,  we  hope  you  will  imi¬ 
tate  the  Pattern  fet  before  you  by  the 
Apoftle  Paul,  who  unto  the  Jews  be¬ 
came  as  a  Jew,  that  he  might  gain  the 
Jews;  and3  if  you  protect  the  Children 
of  Ifrael  in  this  emergent  Affair,  we  will 
promife  you,  whenever  you  come  a- 
mongft  us,  the  fir [l  Cut  of  the  Fafchal 
Lamb ,  and  the  chief  Seat  in  the  Syna¬ 
gogue. 

* 

I  am,  with  all  Refpedt  to  your  Per- 
fon  and  Character, 

Tour  moft  devoted , 

Humble  Servant , 

\ 

From  the  Place  of  my  So¬ 
journment  in  Synagogue  Lane, 

Bury  Street,  the  i  oth  Day  of 
the  i  zth  Month  called  Adar , 


Solomon  Abrabanel. 
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